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'* Why, there waa HUind» ttiere, all yliueriii;; iu the sun, 
covered all over with little bits of tin, at halfpence a|>iece, 
with gildinp; on them as bright as gingerbread," said Pat. 

" And what were they at all ?" said Jem. 

"Miracolous medals, Jem," said Fat. 

"And did they work miracles?" said Jem. 

" Sorrow one, that I could hear of," said Pat. 

" And did the people believe there was miracles on that 
stand, at a halfpenny apiece ?" said Jem. 

" WcU, you see them that bought them had to get them 
blessed by the missionaries, before there would be any 
good in them," said Pat. 

" And did the missionaries say they were miraculous 
medals, when they were Idcssed ?"' said Jem. 

So then Pat pulled a printed paper out of his pocket, 
and showed it to Jem, with a cross at the top, and ' • Jesus, 
Mary, and Joseph," printed under the cross, and, under 
that again, in big letters, " Resolutions at the close 
OF THE Mission," and then Jem read out of it, " Pbaver 
Of THE MiRACuLocs Meual — O Mary, conceived without 
•in, pray (or us who have recourse to thee ;" and then Pat 
took out of his pocket a little bit of gilt tin, as big as a 
■ixpencc, with the prayer, and the picture of the virgin 
■tamped upon it ; " And," said Pat, " here's the miraculous 
medal, Jem." 

So Jem turned it about in his fingers, "And," said he, "do 
they think the people has t;ot no sense at all ? Sure its 
the height of impudence, it is, to call that miraculous." 

" Well, I don't know, Jem," said Pat ; " sure when 
grown childer can be pot in plenty to buy the like of that 
for a miraculous medal, its a'raost a miracle itself." 

"Well, if bits of tin can beat the Bible in the long run, 
I'll call that a miracle, when I see it" — said Jem. " But 
did the people take to the medals, Pat?" 

" Well, there was lots and lashings of them sold," said 
Pat, " but I don't think them that got them cared a deal 
for them ; sure I was in Mr. Thomas's bread shop, when 
m boy come in, and said he had no money, and asked to buy 
> bit of bread with a miraculous medal, blest and nil ; and", 
indeed, Mr. Thomas gave him the broad, anil took the 
medal, so one medal was worth something any way."* 

" And what was the preaching like, Pat?" said Jem. 

" Well, it wasn't like Father John's preaching at all," 
Mid Pat, " for they didn't abnse nor blnekgnard nobody, 
nt)t even the Scripture-rciders ; but kept speaking to the 
people about their sins, and about death and judgment, 
and heaven and hell, quite solemn and serious, till you'd 
think that the people was just frightened out of their lives, 
and ready to look for salvation entirely ; and you would 
fee the people's hearts was stirred up in them entirely, for 
they never heard the like of that preaching in the chapel 
before; and, I'm thinking, if Father John doesn't mend 
his hand and try something more Christian-like, he won't 
go down with the people at all, after that." 

" And, Pat, when the people was stirred up to look for 
■alvation," said Jem, " did the missionaries shew them the 
way of salvation, or did they tell them of the blood of 
Christ at all ?" 

"Not one word about it at all, Jem," said Pat, "they 
just stirred up the people till you would think their minds 
couldn't be quiet at all about their sins, and then they 
just left them in the lurch, and didn't give them nothing 
to make their peace with God." 

" And was there nothing about Jesus Christ, the Saviour 
of sinners, then ?" said Jem. 

" Nothing at all," said Pat ; " there was plenty said then 
for the priests, but nothing at all for Christ, the Saviour of 
(inncrs ! Sure, look at this paper I showed you," said 
Pat: "here's about death and judgment, and heaven and 
hell ; and here's the Blessed Virgin six times over, and the 
prayer of the miraculous medal, and plenty of real good 
advice, and not one word about Jesus Christ, the Saviour, 
good or bad, first or last : and that's the nriesCs mission, 
Jem." 

So Jem read the paper over, and he could not find one 
word about Christ, the Saviour of sinners, in it ; and we 
print that paper (for a copy was sent to us) that our 
readers may try if they can fiiul any thing iihout Christ in it. 

"Well," said Jem, " I think 1 sec now what can come 
of it." 

" And what's that, Jem ?" said Pat. 

" Well, it's my opinion," said Jem, "that them that's 
stirred up to think of their sins, and of heaven and hell, 
will have to look for a saviour and a way of salvation be ■ 
fore they can get their minds quiet ajjain — and it's clear 
they won't get that from priests — and who knows but they 
may be driv to the Bible for that." 

"Well, Jem," said Pat, "I think you are right; sure 
enough, it's new work the priests are at iu prciching that 
way, and more may come of it than they know of. If 
they stir the people to think in earnest about sin and their 
own souls, they'll maybe find they have riz what they can- 
not quell, for they haven't got what will satisfy them that 
are once in earnest about their own souls ; and the Kev. 
Mr. Burke seemed to think that, too, for he kept writing 
mighty good letters to the people, showing them where they 
would find salvation and the way of peace with God, if 
they want to look for it now." 

" But look here, Pat," said Jem, " see, here's a verse 
out of the Bible, stuck on to the end of the priest's paper ; 
iure that's new anyway." So Jem read the verse — " Who- 

* Tbii did actuill/ happen. In the ihop of s Fratestsat: 



soever shall follow this rule, peace on them and mercy. — 
Galatians ch. vi., ver. 16." 

"And what rule was that about,'' said Pat ; "could it 
be about praying to the Blessed Virgin, and looking to 
her for salvation, the way it is in this paper?" 

So Pat got his Douay Bible, and he read — " God forbid 
that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; by whom the world is crucified to me and I to the 
world. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth 
anything, nor incireumcision, but a new creature. And 
whosoever shall follow this rule, peace on them and mercy" 
— Galatians ch. vi., v. 14, 15, 16. 

"Now, Pat," said Jem, "see what the rule in the 
Douay Bible is, to glory in the cross of Jesus Christ, and 
nothing else, and the promise of peace and mercy is to 
them that follow that rule. And now see if this paper 
isn't telling every one to pray to the Blessed Virgin and 
to look to her for salvation, without one word about Christ 
the Saviour of sinners ; and then they clap on to this rule 
of their own making the very promise that the Bible makes 
to them that look to Christ only. Now, is'nt that nothing 
else but turning the word and promise of God himself into 
a lie?" 

" Jem," said Pat, " there's nothing else to be got out of 
our priests. They haven't the Gospel, and so they won't 
let us have the Bible ; and if we want the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ we must have the Bible for ourselves to teach us." 

We print here the paper which the missionary priests 
printed and circulated about their mission, that our readers 
may see for themselves, whether what Pat and Jem said 
about it was fair and true. 

JKSUS, MABY, AND JOSEPH. 

KESOLUTIONS AT THE CLOSE OF THE MISSION. 

1st. Every day, either at mirning or night prajers, I shall 
repeat and onnsiiler these great truths : 0-od skes mk, and 
hrholds even the secrets of my heart, I must die, and ii may be 
IMs very day. AJter death I miut be judged, and woe lo me if I 
be found guilty of mortal sin, not repented of Then begins Eternity, 
ulticli I must spend amidst the joys of Heaven or torments of 
Hell. 

2iidly. Every day I shall be exact in saying my morning and 
night prayers ; 1 shall examine my conscience, I shall repeat 
the Aitgelus, say grace before and after meals, read a portion 
of a pious book (.were it only fur five or teu minutes), or re- 
cite a part of the Uosary of the Blessed V'irgiu. 

3rilly. Every Sunday I shall assist devoutly at Mass, and, if 
possible, at a Sermon, and I shall read a considerable portion of 
a pions book ; I shall also consider the faults of the past week, 
and resolve to avoid them this week. Moreover, I shall ex- 
amine how I have kept these resolutions, and I sbnU repeat 
them anew. 

4lhly. Every month, at least, I shall approach the Holy 
Sacraments of Penance and the Blessed Eucharist. Bat if I 
should have the misfortane of falling into mortal sin, I shall 
overcome every inconvenience, in order to go to confession as 
toon as possible, knowing that a person in mortal sin is liable at 
any moment, to everlasting damnation. 

5tbly. I shall avoid most carefully ctierj^ perion, every place, 
and every thing that would bring me into sin, but above all, 
such persons, such placet, and such things, as have already led 
me into sin. 

Cthly. I shall make every effort, with the grace of God, to 
overcome that Irmplalion which 1 know by experience to be 
most dangerous to me. 

Tthly. Every night I Shall repeat the following prayer, to ob- 
tain, through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin, (he grace 
ef persevering in these reacdutions until death : — 

PRAVEB OF ST. BEK.VAKD. 

Remember, O most pious Virgin, that it was never heard of 
in any age that thosi who implored, and had recourse to thy 
powerful protection, were ever abandoned by thee. I, there- 
fore, O Sacred Virgin, animated with the most lively confi- 
dence, cast myself at thy sacred feet, most earnestly and fer- 
vently beseeching Ihee to adopt me, though a wretched sinner, 
for thy perpetual child, to take care of my eternal salvation, 
and to watch over me at the hour of my death. O do not, 
mother of the Word Incarnate, despise my prayers, but 
graciously hear and obtain the grant of my peiitions.' Amen. 

Ptt.WER 6v THE MIRACULOUS UEDAL. 

Mart, conceived without sin, pray for os who have recourse 
to thee. 

SfEOlAI, RECOMMENDATIONS. 

To THE Parisho.vkbs at laiigb.— Exact attendance at the 
public service of religion in the Church, zeal for the becoiniiig 
style and decoration of the Church, as also for the vcsttuents 
and other requisites of the altar, respect for the Clergymen, and 
submission to their advice. 

To TUK Hkaus or Kamilies. — Instruction, vigilance, cor- 
rection, and above ail, good example — prayer in common, proper 
choice of servants, attention to their religious duties. 

To llusBAXOs AMD WivKS. — .\ffectiou, mutual forbearance, 
union and peace — send your children to good schools. 

To CiiiLouE.v.^Lovo, respect, and obedience to parents — 
peace, ami c mcord amongst themselves. 

To Mkn. — A horror of blaspheming, cnrsing, swearing, 
gambling, impure conversation, bad company, drunkenness,and 
public hi.uses, a love of honesty, the pnrdon of injuries. 

To WoMEX. — Meekness, patience, charity and attention to 
the duties of the honse. 

■To You.vo Pboplk i.v oesebal.— To avoid dangerous oc- 
casions, wakes, dances, company-keeping, and bad biKiks. 

To Youso Boys.— 'I'o avoid dangerous amusements, dread 
of everything cnntrary to modesty, to practice pious reading. 

T41 YouNO Females. — Modesty, becomingness in dress, 
haniilily, pariicnlar devotion to the Clessed Virgin, the study 
and imitation of her virtues. 



To Ai.L. — A spirit of piety, watchfulness, great distrust in 
ourselves, and unbounded confidence in God. 

" Whosoever shall follow this rule, peace on them and 
mercy."— Oal. vi. 18. 

Whether the prayer in the above paper was really written 
by St. Bernard, who lived in the 12th ccntory, we do not 
know ; perhaps some of our correspondents can tell tu. 
Bat we do think it very strange that any prayer of St 
Bernard should be pnt along with the prayer of the mira- 
culous medal, " O Margr, conceived without sin, pray 
for us, who have recourse to thee," for this reason, that St. 
Bernard condemned the notion of Mary being conceived 
without sin, as a false doctrine. If our readers will 
look to another article in our present number, p. 97, they 
will find that St. Bernard affirms that this doctrine is 
"neither supported by reason nor backed by any tradition ;** 
he says it was founded on " an alleged revelation which 
is destitute of adequate authority." He asks, " How can 
it bo maintained that a conception which did not proceed 
from the Holy Ghost — ^not to say that it proceeded from 
sin — can be holy? or how could they conjure up a 
holy day on account of a thing that is riot holy in itself:" 
and he says, that the Feast of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion (which is now cel«j>rated in the Chnrch of Rome) 
" either honours sin or authorizes a false holiness." 

All this St. Bernard wrote ; yet the Roman Catholic 
priests do not scruple to put St. Bernard's name side by 
side with a prayer, " 0, Mary, conceived without sin !" 

Thus the priests deal with the Fathers ; thus they re- 
verence the opinions and authority of the Fathers ; but 
how could we expect them to deal more truly with the 
Fathers, than they do with Scripture itself? 

TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

JVe beg lo call the attention of our corresprmdents to the utility 
of adding their name and address to their communications. 

Several papers are note in our possession which we cannot insert 
without alterations, which we do not feel at liberty to make without 
the previous concurrence 0/ the writers. 

We would request our correspondents, both Roman Catholics 
and Protestants, lo limit the length of their communications, and 
not to discuss a variety of distinct topics in one letter. 

All letters lo be addressed to the Editor, 9, Upper Sackville-st. 

To dimimish the chance of disappointment, all letters should b* 
forwarded lo the vffice iy Ihe first day of the monih. 

Contributors of Ml per annum will l/efurniftUed with six copies, 
any of which will be forwarded, as directed, to nominees ef tht 
subscriber. Any one receiving any number of the journal, whick 
has not been paid for or ordered by himself, will not be charged for 
it, and may assume that it has been paul for by a subscriber. 
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DUBLIN, AUGUST, 1854. 



Since the publication of our last number & 
Pastoral letter has been published, addressed to 
the [Roman] Catholic clergy and laity of the 
diocese of Dublin, on the Feast of the Assump- 
tion, signed Paul Cullen, Archbishop, &C., 
which sets forth some matters, to which we think 
it our duty, as lovers of truth, to call attention. 

The document presents so striking an illus- 
tration of the tone and style in which it is now 
the fashion in the Roman Catholic Churcit to 
speak of, and address the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
that, had our space permitted, we should have 
been glad to have transcribed the whole of it for 
our readers. lis great length, however, obliges 
us to content ourselves witl' merely giving such 
extracts as appear the most striking, and worthy 
of remark ; leaving it to such of our readers as 
may desire it, to consult the original letter, 
which they will find given in full in tlie Tablet 
of the 5th instant, and in moat of the other Ro- 
man Catholic journals. 

" The Church (says Dr. Cullen) invites us, at this sea- 
son, to celebrate the Assumption of the Holy Virgin into 
Heavem . . . This festival recalls to our recollection 
the last moments of the great mother of God upon earth, 
and puts before our eyes the sublime spectacle of her pas- 
sage into heaven. She passes from the darkness of this 
world to the regions of eternal bliss . . . where she shall 
be for all ages — tha health of the weak, the refuge of poor 
sinners, the source of all spiritual graces and favours. 
Her body, exempted from the lot of the other de- 
scendants of Adam, is not condemned to moulder into 
dust, but, united again with her pure soul, is translated 
into heaven, and placed at the right hand of the Eternal 
Son." 

" Acquainted, as we are, with the intensity of your de- 
votion to the Holy Mother of God, who is the special 
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patroness of this diocese and this city, we need scarcely 
exhort you to join in this Novena with fervour and zeal, 
and to celebrate, with the profoandest veneration and the 
warmest sentiments of piety, the greatest of her festirals. 
All the honour that we can pay to this great Virgin — to 
this most holy and exalted of all creatnres — is nothing 
when compared to what is due to the sublimity of her 
dignity, the extent of her merits, and to the power of her 
patronage. . . . Choose, says St. Bernard, which you will 
most admire— the most bencficciil condescension of the 
Son, or the sublime dignity of the Mother. On each side 
il is a subject of wonder and astonishment — that a God 
ahoald obey a woman is a humility beyond example — 
snd that a woman command a God is an unparalelled 
privilege." 

_ . . . . " It is our sad lot to have been bom in ori- 
ginal sin, and to have inherited from our first parents the 
raalcdictions which they brought on themselves by trans- 
gressing God's commandments ; whilst Mary, by a pti- 
Tilege granted to her alone among all the children of 
Adam, was conceived free from every stain of sin. Such 
is the received doctrine of all the Catholic world, and 
•ncn HAS IT ALWAYS BEKN. Let ns humbly pray that the 
Holy Pontiff who now fills the chair of St. Peter will soon 
put the seal of infallibility upon it, by declaring to be a 
doctrine of the Church what is already, and has beex 
XLWAvs BELIEVED — thus Satisfying the pious aspirations 
of the faithful Christians, who desire to add a new wreath 
of glory to the diadem of the' Celestial Queen, and to bring 
into stronger light the privileges of the most exalted of 
creatures." 

There are several matters in the above ex- 
tracts virhich, we confess, have startled us not a 
little ; and we earnestly beg the attention of our 
Boman Catholic readers to the calm consideration 
of them. 

That Dr. Cullen should represent the doctrine 
of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin to be now the received doctrine of all the 
Catholic world, while he, in the next sentence, 
admits that it has never yet been declared to be 
A doctrine of the Church, is in itself sufficiently 
itrange to any one who has been in the habit of 
considering that it is the office of the Head of 
the Church to lead, and not to follow ; to teach, 
and not to be taught, what doctrines ought to be 
believed by faithful Christians. And if Dr. 
Cullen be right in asserting that "all the 
honour we can pay the Virgin Mary i* nothing 
when compared with what is her due, and that 
the whole world of faithful Christians aie agreed 
in breathing forth their piQus aspirations to the 
holy Pontiff to add this new wreath of glory to 
the diadem of their celestial Queen, it does, cer- 
tainly, appear to be somewhat singular that the 
present Pontiff, as well as all the Popes who 
have filled the Holy See before him, for the last 
»ix or seven hundred years, should have been 
•o long blind to their duty, and so deaf to the 
prayers and pious aspirations of the whole 
Catholic world on the subject ! 

It is rather hard, we think, to believe that 
the Popes have been the only individuals among 
the faithful who were reluctant to add a new 
wreath of glory to the diadem of her whom Dr. 
Cullen, in the intensity of his devotion, seems 
never to think he can eulogize sufficiently. 

We cannot refrain from giving one oflier pas- 
sage : — 

" O my brethren, let m not neglect to avail ourselves of 

Ibis great means of salvation In our dangers 

and our difficulties let us invoke the most holy name of 

Mary Let us put on the new man, imd reform 

the tenor of our lives, in order that we may approach with 
eonfidence the throne of the Holy Virgin, and place our- 
ielves under the shield of her protection. Let ns prove 
that we are the children of the Queen of Angels, by our 
fervour in the service of God ; tlie children of the Queen 
of Patriarchs, by our piety ; the children of the Queen of 
Prophets and Apostles, by our zeal; the clilldren of 
the Queen of Martyrs, by our courage and fortitude; 
the children of the Queen of Confessors, the children of 
the Queen of Virgins, the children of the Queen of 
Mercy," &c., &c. 

"Oh! if we do so, the most Holy Virgin will not aban- 
don ns — like a pillar of light,' she will go before ns and di- 
rect our steps ; she will defeat the attacks of our infernal 
eneinics ; she will strengthen us in our temptations, and 
obtam for us all the blessings and graces necessary in order 
to work out our eternal salvation." 

Surely it would be passing strange if every 
Pope, who ever sat on tbe throne of St. Peter, 



was so hard-hearted as to refuse to add any new 
gem to the celestial crown of their grand patroness, 
unless some grave difficulty stood in the way of 
their doing so ; and even if we knew no more of the 
matter, we confess that this reflection alone would 
have led us to suspect that Dr. CuUen's statements 
ought to be received with some little caution, and 
that, high as his position may be in the Roman 
Catholic world in Ireland, he is possibly not very 
accurately informed about the real state of the 
case, or the causes of the reluctance of the Holy 
See to satisfy the pioas aspirations of the faith- 
ful Christians who desire to add this new wreath 
of glory to the diadem of their queen. 

Fortunately, however, we happen to know 
what Dr. Cullen appears to be ignorant of, or to 
have forgotten ; that, if it be true that it is now 
the received doctrine of all the Catholic world, 
that the Virgin was conceived free from every 
stain of wiginal sin, and "that she never 
committed," as he adds, " the slightest fault, 
and never had to reproach herself with 
the smallest imperfections," it is as certainly 
false that such has always been the received 
doctrine of all the Catholic world. We 
should be sorry to suppose that any one in 
Dr. Cullen's position should be guilty of a wilful 
mistatement of such magnitude ; but we beg his 
attention, and that of our readers, for a few mo- 
ments, to the actual state of the case, as demon- 
strated by authorities, which even Dr. Cullen 
himself must admit to be irresistible. 

We shall begin with St. Bernard — a witness 
who, singularly enough. Dr. Cullen has himself 
selected and quoted by nam^ in this Pastoral, 
and whose notions of the dignity of the Virgin 
Mary must have been tolerably high, if he 
speaks of her, as stated by Dr. Cullen, as "a 
woman commanding a God" — which may, iitdeed, 
as he himself says, " well fill us with wonder 
and astonishment." We doubt if Bonaventura 
himself has ever uttered a stronger expression ; 
and the passage seems a worthy companion to 
that which we cited from the works of that 
somewhat enthusiastic votary of the Blessed 
Virgin in our June number, p. 74.* 

Now, how stands the actuiJ historic fitct. It 
may be briefly stated thus — So far is it from 
being true that this doctrine of the Immaculate 
Conception has always been the received doctrine 
of all the Catholic world, as asserted by Dr. 
Cullen, that it is no exaggeration to say that no 
controversy was ever waged between two great 
parties within the pale of the Koman Catholic 
Church with half the violence and bitterness that 
this disputed doctrine gave rise to. Until the 
year 1139, or 1140 (though, as an opinion, it 
may have been held by some individuals as early 
as the ninth century, and not earlier), it had no 
place in ecclesiastical ceremonies, or even in the 
arguments of the learned. About that date, how- 
ever, A.D. 1139, the Canons of Lyons, in France, 
ventured to introduce it into the offices of their 
Church, and instituted a feast in the Church of 
Lyons in honour of the Immaculate Conception. 

St. Bernard, who was then in the height of his 
fame, and is said by some to have possessed, in 
his retieat at Clairvaux, more authority in the 
Christian world than if seated on the throne of 
St. Peter, lost not a moment in publicly making 
known his sentiments at the innovation, and 
stoutly reprobated it with all the earnestness and 
eloquence of which he was cap.iblo. The letter 
which he addressed to the Church of Lyons on 
this occasion is contained in his works, vol. i., 
p. 389 (Paris, lc!39), epistle 174, and is well worth 
Dr. Cullen's careful perusal. He will find there 
that St. Bernard says, " we can never wonder 
enough that some of you could have the boldness 

• As Dr. Collen does not give any reference to St. Bernard's 
works we cannot take upon us, at present, to say whether St. 
Bernard has really said anything so startling ; but, fur the pre- 
•eat, it is not our purpose to dispute Dr. Cullen's quotation. 



to introduce a feast which the Church has not the 
least knowledge of, which is neither supported by 
reason nor backed by any tradition. Are we mote 
learned or more devout than- the Fathers ? It 
is dangerous presumption to attempt what their 
wisdom in such things omitted." He will there 
find that St. Bernard asserts that the alleged reve- 
lation on which some pretended that it was founded, 
was destitute of any adequate authority, and 
argues " How can it be maintained that a con- 
ception which did not proceed from the Holy 
Ghost, not to say thtit it proceeded from sin, 
could be holy ? or how could a holy day be 
held on account of a thing that is not holy in 
itself? Willingly would the glorious Virgin 
be without that honour, by which either sin is 
honoured or a false sanctity introduced." And 
again, p. 389-391 — "The royal Virgin has no need 
of a false honour. And what if others, on the same 
ground, should assert that feasts in honour of 
each of her parents are to be defended ? And 
the vei'y same thing some one might exact for 
her grandfathers and great grandfathers, and so 
it might be extended ad ijifinitum, and the num- 
ber of holidays would be without end."* Well 
might the learned Du Pin observe on such pas- 
sages — " Thus it maybe observed that St. Bernard 
had no very favourable thoughts of the Immacu- 
late Conception of the Virgin Mary 1" 

Great, however, as was the authority of St. 
Bernard, and though the powerful and widely- 
extended Dominican order,followingtheirfamous 
doctor St. Thomas Aquinas, for centuries com- 
bated the new doctrine most vehemently, as 
contrary to Scripture and to the trad'tion of the 
Church, and, therefore, contrary to the Catholic 
faith, the equally influential order of the Fran- 
ciscans zealously adopted the doctrine of the Im- 
maculate Conception, and Pope Sixtus IV., him- 
self a Franciscan, threw the whole weight of his 
authority into the same scale, and issued, in 
1483, a Bull, in which he condemned those who 
called the doctrine a heresy, and the celebration 
of the festival a sin'j' — applying, however, aa 
exactly similar condemnation towards the other 
party, who said it was a:^resy, or sin, to deny 
the doctrine — a pretty cogent proof, we think, 
that, at that time at least, all the Catholic 
world were not agreed upon the point, as Dr. 
Cullien now would have the clergy and laity of 
our Irish metropolis believe. The truth is, the 
Bulls of Pope Sixtus IV. were as little minded 
by the Dominicans as the letter of St. Bernard 
was by the Franciscans, and the controversy 
raged as fiercely as ever. The annual recur- 
rence of the Feast of the Conception continued 
for centuries to be the signal of renewed hos- 
tilities, and often gave birth to scenes of the 
most scandalous kind ; and even when the doc- 
trine of original sin came to be discussed at the 
Council of Trent, the debate ran so high between 
the Dominicans and Franciscans about the Imma- 
culate Conception, that the Pope gave orders to the 
Papal legates to reconcile the contending parties. 



* " Uade miramur sails, quid visum fuerit hue tempore qui- 
biisdaoi vestrum Toluisse iimtare culurem optiumin, nuvam 
inducendo celebritatem, quam ritus Kcclesio; ncst^it, non 
probat ratio, ncn conimendat antiqna truditio ? Kumquid 
i'atriltus doctlores ant devotiores sunuis ? Periculose praisu- 
minius, qujilquld ijjsorum In tallbus prudcutla praeterivil." — 
Page 38». 

*' Sed profertur scriptnm supern®, ut alunt, revelationis. 
Ipseniibl facile persuadeo scriptlstalibns non njoveri, quibaa 
necrnftosuppeditare,ncc cena inveijitur favereauctoritas." — 
Page 301. 

" Cum hffic ita se haheant, qnsenara jara erit festlvse ratio 
conceptlonis? Quo pacto, inqiiam, aul sanctus assere'.iir con- 
ceptus, qui de Splritu Sancto nun est, ne dicam de pecoato est ? 
Aut festus habebitur, qui minime sanctus est? I.ibeiiterGlo- 
riosa hoc honore careblt, quo vel peccatam bunorarl, vel falsm 
videtur induci sanctitas." 

** Virgo regia non eget falso honore .... Quid si 
alius propter eandeni causam, etiam utrique parent! ejus 
festos honores aaserit defendendos^ Sed et avis et proavis 
idipsum posset pro simili causa qnilibet flsgilare, et sic ten- 
deretur in infiuitum et festorum non esset nnmeras."— 
Page 389-391. 

^ This decree may be found in the appendix of any of the 
authorized editions of the Council of Trent. 
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Mfar as possible, without giving a triumph to 
cither. The directious were—" Not to meddle 
in thia matter, -which might cause a schism 
•mong Catholics ; to endeavour to maintain 
peace between the opposing parties, and to seek 
aome means of giving them equal satiafaction ; 
above all, to observe strictly the brief of Pope 
Sixtus lY., which prohibited preachers from 
taxing the doctrine of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion with heresy."* Accordingly, the Council of 
Trent left the great controversy still undecided ; 
atid satisfied itself with declaring, at the dose 
of its decree concerning original sin (Sess. v., 
see. 5), that it was not the intention of the 
Council to comprehend in that decree, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, but merely that the con- 
stitutions of Pope Sixtus IV. should be observed ; 
irhich we have given the outline of above ;f 
and the ^reat Roman Catholic controversialist, 
Bishop Milner, writing more than two centuries 
later, says — " The Church does not decide the 
controversy concerning the conception of the 
Blessed Virgin, and several other disputed 
points, because she sees nothing absolutely clear 
and certain concerning them, either in the writ- 
ten or unwritten word ; and, therefore, leaves 
her children to form their own opinions con- 
oeming them." 

This, we think, accounts satisfactorily for why 
so many Popes have declined to add this neio 
wreath of glory to the celestial crown of the 
Queen of Heaven, and leaves no other difficulty 
unsolved, than the one which startled us so much 
in reading this magniloquent Pastoral of Dr. 
Culien — namely, how it is possible for a divine 
to hold so distinguished a post in the Roman 
Catholic Church in Ireland, who is either so 
grossly ignorant of what every tyro in eccle- 
siastical history knows touching the progress of 
this much-vexed controversy, or so bold as to 
cite St. Bernard in almost the same sentence in 
which he (Dr. Culien) proclaims as a doctrine 
which has alwat/t been received by all the 
Catholic world, the very doctrine which St. Ber- 
nard so earnestly condemned, and which for cen- 
turies rent the Catholic Church almost to its 
foundations ! We should be glad to know, even 
at the present day, what the order of St. 
Dominic have to say upon the matter; and shall 
feel anxious to learn whether any of our re- 
spected Roman Catholic correspondents are dis- 
posed to vindicate Dr. CuUen's assertions, or 
whether they consider them mere rhetorical 
flourishes to amuse the vulgar, and increase the 
intensity of their devotion, by practising a pious 
fraud upon their understanding. 

There is another matter set forth in Dr. Cul- 
len's Pastoral which we propose to consider, but 
which will require a more full investigation than 
we liave space to enter upon in our present 
number— viz., whether the alleged translation 
into heaven of the body of the Blessed Virgin, 
celebrated by the Church of Rome under the 
name of the Assumption, is a fact established 
on satisfactory historic evidence, like the trans- 
lation of £noch or Elijah, or the ascension of 
our Blessed Lord, for which we have the un- 
erring testimony of the Holy Scriptures ; 
or whether it is a mere fiction — as we seriously 
believe it to be — as destitute of real proof as the 
martyrdom of St. Philomena, St. Theudosia, or 
St. Ursinus4 It will give us much satisfaction 
if any of our friends will relieve us from the 
task, by sending us what they consider proof of 



the fact ; and for th& present sfai 11 merely say, 
that as far as our reading goes, we have found 
no trace, which can be relied on, of even any 
tradition upon the subject, Ijefore the time ot 
John Daraascenus, « monk of Jerusalem, who 
flourished some time in the eighth century. 

Should none of our Roman Catholic corres- 
pondents feel disposed to defend this great fes- 
tival of their Chufch, by stating the /grounds 
upon which the Church believes in the Assump- 
tion, we shall endeavour to throw what light we 
can upon the subject in our next number. 



• F P»Bl Sarpi Hist. Cone Trid., lib ii.,c. 68. 

-f " Declant tamen hec ipsa Ssnda Synodns, non esae sue 
intentionis, comprebendere in hoc deoreto, ubi de pecoato 
ori^Dali alitor, beaum et iumacula^m Tirginem Manatn, 
Z)ei gaoetricem, 864 oliaarvandaa ease cunatatioaeB fel. rec. 
Aixti Fapn [V. sab |><Buia in eia conatitntinoibna oontentia, 
foaa ioaovat."— (Seas, v., a, 5„ 17th Jane. 1046). 

} As to the former of thme worthiaa, we refer oar ntien to 
the Ma; oamber of oar joamal ()>. S6) ; and u M rtie two 
ISMmr, they will ftml 10016 notice in oar pmcDt DBmber 
(p. 88). 



ON IKFALLIBILITT. 

TO THE EMTOa Ot THS CATHOUC I.ATIUN. 

Sib — In the remarks on my letter, in the May nninber 
of your jonmal, I find the following sentence — viz., " This 
paragraph is pervaded by Mr. Boorke's old fallacy, that 
what is said in Scripture of the Church moat neces3arily 
be understood of the Chnrch of Rome — a Church which 
actually did not exist at the time to which the passage in 
Acts ii. refers." 

In answer to this " rhetorical flourisli," I have only to 
say, that it will be proved in this letter, beyond the power 
of refutation, that the Church oi Rome is the Churdi of 
Christ ; and, by consequence, what is said in Acts ii. 47, 
and other parts of the ipost holy hook of the Church, 
refers to her. 

When we say that tke'Chnrch of Rome is the only true 
Church, we neither mean the city nor the diocese of Home; 
for that is but a part of the true Chruch ; and any Catholic 
city or diocese in the world is as much a true Church as 
the city or diocese of Rome. No Catholic, therefore, ever 
was so weak as to mean this ; but thrar true and only 
meaning is, that that body, or society of Christians 
(wherever dispersed, throughout the whole world), which 
is united in faith and communion with the Bishop of Rome, 
is alone the true Church of Christ upon earth ; and we 
prove it thus : — 

There is but one faith, and one Catholic Chtirch. The 
first is expressly taught by St. Paul, saying — " One Lord, 
one faith, one baptism" (Eph. iv. 5) ; and we profess the 
other in the creed, so that, u there be more than one true 
faith, St. Paul is mistaken ; and If there be more than one 
true Catholic Church, the creed deceives ns. And since it 
is impious to say either the one or the other, it only re- 
mains to show, that the Church of Rome is this true Ca- 
tholic Church, which I prove from this uncontested prin- 
ciple — viz., that there was a true Catholic Church upon 
earth before the BefMToation. For if there was net, it 
will follow that tfaii arti<^ of the creed — "I bdieve in the 
Holy Catholic Chturch" wte false for many hundred years 
together, because the pretended Beformation only began in 
the year 1517. 

Here, then, Mr. Editor, yuu must do one of these two 
things. Ton must either grant that the Church of Rome 
was this true Catholic Church before the Beformation, or 
mark out some other visible body or society of men in 
which the true Church Of Christ subsisted before that time. 
If you grant the first, it is all we can desire ; we gain our 
cause,, and the dispute is at an end. For, if the Church of 
Rome was tlie true Catholic Church before the Reforma- 
tion, she is so now, because her faith is the same now as it 
was then. Besides, it will follow that Protestants sepa- 
rated themselves, and continued separated from the true 
Catholic Church, which alone suffices to condemn them. 

But, if you deny that the Church of Rome was the true 
Catholic Chnrch before the Reformation, then you are 
bound to show us some other visible bwly or society of 
Christians, in which the true Chnrch subsisted before that 
time ; and to perform tUs effectually, you are bound to let 
us know in what part of the world this Church had her 
being, as, likewise, what particular countries, kings, and 
bishops were in her commnnion. And, lastly, you must 
specify to us the name and diocese of the bishop or bishops 
of this Chnrch, by whom the first English Protestant bishop 
was ordained, and from whom the Chnrch of England 
derives her mission. Bat this being a task impossible for 
you to perform, I do not sec what other choice there is left 
you, but either to say (hat the creed was false formany hun- 
dred years before the Reformation, or own that the Church 
in communion with the See of Rome was the only true 
Catholic Church before that time. And if she was the 
only true Catholic Church when Protestants " rcformeo" 
her, she is so still, because she has not changed her faith 
since that time, as I have already observed. 

The Nineteenth Article of your creed say»:-^"The 
visible Church of Christ is a congregation of faithful men, 
in which the pure Word of God is preached, and the 
sacraments be duly -ministered, accordmg to Olffist's ordi- 
nance, in all those 'things that, of necessity, are requisite 
to the same." — Book of Common Prayer. 

All this is very true, but altogether unsatisfactory. For 
if I should ask yon, where this trne Church, in which the , 
pare Word of God is preached, is to be found'? — the ar' 
ticle does not answer this question. Tet here lies the 
knot of the difficulty ; and u it be not clearly ceaolved, 



;wc may easily mistake a false Chnrch Tor the true OMf 
: bftcause all Christian Churches, thou^ ever so oppootar 
to one another, pretend to teach pure and sound doctrine, 
and to administer the sacraments accordiiK to Christ^* 
[Ordinance. So that the article's account cS Uie Church trf 
I Christ is as little to the purpose as if a straqgec, inqniriii( 
for the best inn upon uie road, should be told that tke 
best inn is where there is the best accommodation ; for, 
though this be very true, yet, unless 80i<ie other marks ha 
given — as the sign of the honse, the name of the man 
that keeps it, and the like — a stranger will be as much at 
> a loes to find it as if nothing were said to him. In l&e 
manner, though what the article says concerning tha 
visible Church of Christ — the only true Church — be tm- 
questionable, yet, in respect of the greatest part of man- 
kind, it is of no manner of use to direct them how to 
distinenish this one true Chnrch from the many fiUae 
ones £at lagr claim to it, without certain eKtemal marks, 
whereby it may be clearly known in what particular body 
or society of men this Church may be found. 

Now, listen to St. Augustine, and he will tell us the 
marks -of the Church of Christ, by which all may know 
her. That holy doctor writes thus against the Moni- 
chees: — "Not to speak of that wisdom which you do no* 
believe to be in the Catholic Church, there are many other 
things which most justly hold me in her communion. — 
1. The agreement of people and nations holds me. 2. 
Authority, begun with miracles, nourished with hope, in- 
creased with charity, confirmed by antiquity, holds me. 
3. A succession of bishops, from the See of bt. Peter^to- 
whom Christ, after his resurrection, committed his flock — 
to the present episcopacy, holds me. 4. And, lastly, the 
very Dame of Catholic holds me, of which this Church 
alone has, not without reason, so kept the possession that, 
though all heretics desire to be called Catholics, yet, if a 
stranger asks them where Catholics meet, no heretic daia 
point out his own house or his own Church." — Con. Epist. 
Fund., c. 4. 

These, sir, were the external marks by which St. Au- 
gustine distinguisheci the true Catholic Church from iiilte 
ones, and which held him stedfast in her communion — 
vie., 1. The agreement of people and nations. 2. The 
evidence of miracles. 3. A continned succession of 
bishops, from St. Peter, the -first Bishop of Rome, to him 
who then sat in the apostolic chair. And, 4. The name 
of Catholic, attributed to the true Chnrch by the creed 
itself. 'Let us now see to what Church these marks can be 
appnopriated. 

The first — vis., the agreement of people and nationfj 
may justly be called the distinctive mark of the Church in 
communion with the See of Rome. For, though all na- 
tions never were in her commimion at one and the same 
time ; yet there is scarce a notion in the known world but 
has Iwen in her communion some time or other. All the 
"reformed" nations ia Europe were in her communion 
for many hundred years ; and so was the whole Greek 
Churdi ulrtil thfc mtfldle df the ninth century. ln1M, 
Augustine's time, though fliere were yet many heathen 
nations, there was scarce a Christian notion under the sua 
but was in her communion. Ami, excepting Russia alone, 
which received its Christianity firom the schismaticei 
Greeks, it cannot be shown that any one people or nation, 
which, upon its conversion, was not immediately naitad 
in faith and conuannion with the See of Rome. Now, I 
presume, no reformed Church will pretend to anything 
like this. It is, therefore, evident to common sense, that 
the agreement of people and nations, which is St. Augus- 
tine's first external mark of the true Church, camiot, ac- 
cording to his meaning, be appropriated to any but tha 
Church of Rome. An<^ even at this time, when so many 
Churches ore cut off from her by heresy and schism, her 
commnnion alone is more extended than any one, I might 
say, than all, the reformed Churches together. 

TheKCoad mark— viz., the evidence of miracles, be- 
longs also in 80 peculiar a monner to the Church of 
Rome, that no Protestant commnnion ever had the confi- 
dence to lay claim to" it. On the eontrary, most Protes- 
tants have thought it their best way to despise and ridicule 
miracles, just as the fox in the fable pretended the gropea 
were sour, when he could not come at them. 

But the third mark— vii., a perpetual succession K)f 
bishops and pastors, derived from the Apostles — never wa» 
denied to the Church of Borne, by any man of learning. 
Indeed, Protestant- bishops lay no claim to any such suo^ 
cession but by the Church of Rome. Because, without 
the interposition of a long catalogue of Popish bishops ito 
make up their ecclesiastical pedigree, there is a gap of 
near one thousand five hundred years between the Apostle* 
and the first Protestant bi«hop that ever was in the wwld. 
Howe»-er, even that will not render them any substantial 
service ; for, supposing the validity of their ordination— 
which, yet, was never granted — unless they can also briqg 
down their miesion, in a lineal descent, from the Apoetle*, 
and can show that Protestants hove, within their omi 
coramoaion, -a continued succession of it from them 
(wbieh U somewhat more than they ever pretended to), 
their Church will never be admitted into the apostolicu 
family. 

Catholicity, or tbe>fonrth mark.of the true Church, wn^ 
be treated.of in my letter of next month. I hope all J19 
tetters will soon appear in the Lathak, 

"O happy Chnrch (says TertuUion), to which the 
Apostles pound out aU docuine with their blaod 1 Wha* 



